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For the safety of our youngest parishioners, please accompany your
children at all times while on campus, including trips to the restroom
during mass and to and from the nursery, faith formation classes and
other parish events.

The Master said “all who take the sword shall perish by the sword”
(Mt 26:52). It is the policy of St. Austin Catholic Parish, therefore,
to not allow open carry of weapons of any kind on parish or school
grounds, with the exception of those carried by on-duty law enforcement officers. Thank you for your understanding.

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention
for March
That the Church may appreciate the urgency of
formation in spiritual discernment, both on the
personal and communitarian levels.

THE UNIVERSITY CATHOLIC CENTER
2010 University Ave.
512-476-7351
www.utcatholic.org

Masses

Mon., Wed., Fri., 12:05 p.m.
Tues., Thurs., 12:30 p.m.
Sun., 9 & 11:30 a.m., 5 p.m. & 8 p.m.

Reconciliation
Mon. and Tues., 12:35 p.m. or by appointment

Business Hours
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Building Hours
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. for Masses
Follow us on Facebook @UniversityCatholicCenter

PLEASE PRAY
For those in need of healing…
Debra Nelson, Kevin Murray, Elaine Ward, Bobby Riess, Bobbie
Guzman, Magdalene Gonzalez, David Carpenter,
Becca Brennen, Therese Russell, Michael Stevens,
Joel Rivera, Diane McCullough, Patricia Carrillo,
Lambert Labay, Helen Debner, David Gerling, Julie
Lyons, Andrea Buckley, Anne Neubauer, John Key,
Yolanda Martinez, Stephen Hatfield, Nick Hatfield,
Collin Hatfield, Henry J. Alvarez, Kathy Owen,
Elaine Stevens, Eric Allmon, Lauren Lehtonen,
Joyce Duffy, Rebecca Macy, Andy Aguirre, Fr.
Bob Michele, and all those on our prayer blanket list

For those serving in the military and in relief and
peacemaking activities…
Shane Caffery, Brandon Miles Klingemann, James Cimino, David J.
Rodriguez, Nicholas Krepp, Zachary Bybee, Steven Metze, Walter
R.Yosin III, Philip Huber, Javier Segovia, Chad Zinnecker, Michael
K. Burgess
If you or someone you know would like to be added to our prayers,
please contact the parish office. Names are kept on our list for approx.
4 weeks unless otherwise requested. If you have updates on the health
of those who need healing or on the activities of those employed by
military and relief and peacemaking agencies, please send that info to
bulletin@staustin.org so we can keep our lists up to date. Thank you!

THIS WEEK
To see our upcoming events, please visit our website
at www.staustin.org and click on the link in the
upper right hand corner that says Calendar.
Visit www.staustin.org/bulletin to read our bulletin online.
Mass Intentions and some additional items are available online only.

Sunday, March 18, 2018
Fifth Sunday of Lent

FR. CHUCK’S COLUMN
Last weekend, along with all the rest of the priests
serving in this Diocese, I attended the impressively
titled “Course over Matrimony and Family in Reference to Ex. Ap. (Apostolic Exortation) Amoris Laetitia
for Bishops, Priests, Judicial Vicars (Canonist), and
permanent Deacons and lay people who collaborate
with Family Life and Tribunal.” This impressively, if
cumbersomely, titled workshop was presented by Msgr. Pio Vito Pinto,
who is the Dean of the Roman Rota. The Roman Rota is the highest
court in the Church, kind of like the Supreme Court, and Msgr. Pinto
is like a Supreme Court Judge. Since I have learned from an early age
that if you can’t say something nice about a person or event then it is
better to say nothing at all, I will pass over this workshop in silence.
However, being with my brother priests all weekend at this event, I
was struck again at the firmly held opinion of the great majority of
the presbyterate of this diocese that St. Austin is a very liberal parish.
Indeed, we are viewed as a roiling caldron of far left liberalism. I find
this most curious, and actually rather entertaining, since it is so far
from my own experience here.
Do you think we are a liberal parish??? I don’t. I have experienced
some liberal parishes in my nearly 40 years as a priest, and I am pretty
sure we do not make the grade. Perhaps our proximity to the University of Texas, which is far and wide regarded as the (last?) bastion of
liberalism in this state, causes us to appear more liberal than we really
are. Perhaps because we are rather lax about some of the niceties of
liturgical law we are viewed as liberal, but this has everything to do
with laziness and making things convenient for ourselves, and nothing
to do with ideology.
I hope that we are experienced as a friendly parish. But friendliness
has nothing to do with being liberal, as I have experienced some very
un-friendly liberal parishes, and some conservative parishes that were
most warm and friendly. I think of us as pretty much middle-of-theroad on liturgy and ecclesiology.
All this got me thinking about how I wish we were perceived. What
image, thought, or feeling would I wish to come to people’s minds
when they think of St. Austin Parish? Well, I would like for them to
think of us as friendly and welcoming. Open to diversity. Willing to
embrace both Left, Right and Center. A community that puts into
action its concern for those in need. A generous community. A joyful
community that embodies Pope Francis’ Encyclical on the Joy of the
Gospel. Ultimately and mostly, a community that is true to our mission
statement on the front of the bulletin, a community that evangelizes,
that spreads the Good News.
How do you experience St. Austin Parish, and how would you like to
experience this parish? What can we do to better fulfill our mission?
God bless!

VOCATIONS
Men’s Discernment Dinners
Men’s discernment dinners are for single Catholic men (high school to
adult) with openness to discerning a priestly vocation. The evenings
include dinner and evening prayer with discussions about the priesthood, seminary and discernment. Dinners are on Wednesdays at 7-8:30
p.m. The high school men’s group meets on first Wednesdays of the
month in the Religious Education Building of St. William Parish
in Round Rock. The group for men 18 and older meets on second
Wednesdays of the month at the St. Charles Borromeo House of
Discernment, 905B Duncan Ln. For more information, visit www.
austinvocations.com.

Permanent Diaconate Discernment
Men wishing to explore the permanent diaconate are invited to Project Stephen, a monthly gathering for men and their wives to pray,
listen, and discern in community. Project Stephen meets year-around,
on the third Thursday of each month at 7-9 p.m. at the diocesan Pastoral Center. Men must first discuss their interest in the diaconate with
their pastors and receive his consent to attend. When a new formation
class begins (every three years), men will be invited to apply. For more
information, e-mail formationdirectors@austindiocese.org.

BEYOND OUR PARISH
St. Mary’s Academy Alumnae
All St. Mary’s Academy Alumnae are invited to attend the annual AllYears Spring Reunion Luncheon to be held on Sat., April 21 from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Maggiano’s Little Italy Restaurant in the Domain
Shopping Center. Please RSVP to Nancy Stevens Hrin, by April 2,
at TNEJS@aol.com, or (512) 837-3658.

GRADUATES & PROFESSIONALS
Join GAP for Weekly Discussions!
GAP, graduates and professionals in their 20s and 30s from St. Austin
and the University Catholic Center, hosts social, service, and study
events. Graduates and professionals in their 20s and 30s from St. Austin
and the University Catholic Center – meets on Sundays at 7:15 p.m.
in Paulist Hall. Most weeks, we have a lively discussion on a topic,
plus a study of a Scripture passage from the following Sunday Mass.
Please join us whenever you are available, and come early for dinner
after the 5:30 p.m. Mass!
March 18: No meeting, come join us in Hecker Hall for a
showing of the documentary The Sultan & The Saint.
March 25: Open Discussion
April 1: Easter Sunday, no meeting!
Learn more by joining our open Facebook group, Graduates and Professionals of St. Austin’s and the UCC.
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STEWARDSHIP & DEVELOPMENT
Offertory Collection
Mar. 10-11, 2018
Total Received................................................................. $28,738.72
Cash & Checks.......................................................... $17,813.17
Direct Debit & Credit Cards...................................... $10,925.55
Second Collection: Catholic Relief Services................... $6,052.33

Annual Offertory Pledges
May 1, 2017-April 30, 2018
As of Mon., Mar. 12, 2018
Total Pledged.............................................................. $1,288,334.00
Total Received...................................................... $1,092,264.50
Number of Families Pledging................................................ 503
Total Gifts without Pledges.......................................... $206,145.04
Number of Families Giving................................................... 323
Total Loose Cash............................................................. $81,184.51

Faithful to Our Mission
Capital Campaign
As of Mon., Mar. 12, 2018
Total Pledges & Gifts................................................. $5,098,306.52
Total Received...................................................... $4,764,273.43
Number of Families Participating.......................................... 709

RICH THOUGHTS
Did you know that all of Fr. Rich’s homilies are
available online in both text and audio format? Check
it out at bit.ly/RichThoughts.com

DISCIPLESHIP FORMATION
Parish Family Service Day
Save the Date! Our Parish Family Service Day will be on Sat, April
28. Individuals, couples, and families are welcome! Volunteer at one
of four local nonprofit organizations: Foundation Communities, Mary
House Catholic Worker, Micah 6 Food Pantry, or St. Vincent de Paul
Family Center!
Children must be at least 7 years old and accompanied by a parent
or guardian. Contact Kristen Dempsey Pasyk at kdempseypasyk@
staustin.org for more information. RSVPs will be available on the St.
Austin website beginning in late March.

Stewardship Pledge Weekend Mar. 17-18
As Catholics, give thanks for God’s blessings through many different
avenues. This is the practice of stewardship. All year long we make time
for God in prayer and worship, and we nurture our faith and share it
with others. At St. Austin, each August or September, we encourage you
to share your time and talent for the common good of our community
through ministries of our parish. And each spring we encourage you
to spend time in prayer and discussion with your family reflecting on
your family’s stewardship of treasure by making a commitment that
fits your household budget.
Last week you received a letter and an email from Fr. Chuck about
our annual Stewardship Pledge Weekend. Please prayerfully consider
Fr. Chuck’s request and turn in your completed Stewardship Pledge
Form and Contribution form as soon as possible. Extra forms are
located in the blue folders in the pews and in our brochure racks. If
you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jennifer Anderson
at janderson@staustin.org. Thank you!

Stewardship Prayer
Gracious and Loving God,
Thank you for all the ways you have blessed
our community of St. Austin Catholic Parish.
Continue to pour forth your blessings on us.
Inspire us to be a welcome to all who seek to find a spiritual home.
Move us deeply to share our faith,
and to be mindful of the needs of others.
Teach us to trust in your providential care.
Form us, through the Holy Eucharist,
to be the Body of Christ, the Church.
Guide us to be generous in sharing our gifts of time,
talent and treasure.
Almighty Father, bless St. Austin Parish and help us grow as stewards
of the resources with which
You entrust to us to build up your Kingdom.
We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Save Our Give By Text Number
In Your Contacts Today!
To set up a text giving account, text the amount of your
donation (using a dollar sign in front) and the proper
fund code to 512-710-0972. You will receive a link
to register your personal information and credit card
information the very first time you use this platform,
and then your donation will be confirmed with a thank
you text. Subsequent donations will be charged to the credit card on
file. If you have any questions about using this feature, please email
Jennifer Anderson at janderson@staustin.org.
Sample donation text:
“$30 OFF” to donate $30 to our weekly Offertory collection.
(Do not include quotation marks.)
“$20 PIN” to donate $20 to our Persons in Need collection.
“$25 CC” to donate $25 to our Capital Campaign.
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COMMUNITY LIFE
Knights of Columbus Taco Breakfast
This Sun., March 18 after
the 7:30 and 8:45 a.m. Masses
in Hecker Hall
Stop by for breakfast and support our St. Austin Knights of Columbus
Council 10776 and the work they do for our parish!

Development Project Update
Last week Fr. Chuck announced that a Request For Proposals (RFP)
was released, inviting developers to propose a project for our campus.
This is simply the next step in the development process without committing us to any long-term project. By May we should know if there
is interest in our project or not. At that time, we must decide whether
to proceed or not. For more information or to read last week’s letter
from Fr. Chuck, please visit www.staustin.org/development.

Education Session: Campus Redevelopment?

Adventures in the Archives
One of the biggest events in a Catholic parish is the dedication of its
church. The Catholic Encyclopedia states that the Mass of Dedication
celebrates the church building as an image of the universal Church
built of the living stones of God’s baptized people. St. Austin Church
began as St. Austin’s Chapel in 1908, a mission church at 21st and
Guadalupe named in honor of St. Augustine of Canterbury. The Rev.
Michael Smith, CSP, became the first pastor and celebrated the first
solemn Mass on Christmas morning 1908. The population of Austin
then was around 30,000 and there were fewer than 1,000 students at
The University of Texas. During the next 45 years, St. Austin Chapel
served thousands of University students as well as hundreds of Austin
families.
The last Mass was celebrated at St. Austin Chapel on September 24,
1953. Demolition of the Chapel began soon afterwards. The new St.
Austin Church was built just south of the Chapel and was dedicated
on September 15, 1953.
Now, 66 years later, we will be making plans to dedicate a newly restored and remodeled St. Austin Church on May 27, 2018. Make plans
to attend and be a part of our renewed St. Austin parish!

After All Masses March 24-25
If you have not yet heard about the potential campus redevelopment we
are exploring please join us after any mass the weekend of March 24
& 25 in Our Lady of Guadalupe Room for a 45-minute presentation. If
you have already attended one before, there will be no new information, but you are welcome to hear it again. Please contact Christopher
Kennedy at develop@staustin.org if you have any questions.

Stations of the Cross and Lenten Soup Suppers
Join us each Friday of Lent for Stations of the Cross and Soup Suppers. Stations begin in the Church at 6 p.m., and Soup Supper follows
around 6:30 p.m. in Hecker Hall. Thank you to our parish ministries
who sponsor our Stations and Soup each week!
Mar. 23: Women’s Christ Renews His Parish

Join the Celebration!
Come help our parish community celebrate the baptism and confirmations of this year’s RCIA candidates and catechumens following
the Easter Vigil Mass on Sat., Mar. 31 in Hecker Hall. It is also
a wonderful time for fellowship with all of your fellow parishioners.
We’ll have plenty of food and drink to add to the festivities and all
are invited. Please feel free to invite friends and family members as
well. We promise it will be worth your while.
If you’d like to help out with the celebration by contributing a food item
or helping with the decorations, set-up, and clean-up, your assistance
would be really appreciated. Please contact Marian Barber (marianj.
barber@gmail.com) or Keith Arrington (keith.arrington@utexas.edu)
to let them know how you’d like to help!

Feast of Corpus Christi Blood Drive
Mark your calendars and celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi with us
on Sun., June 3 by donating blood. Whether you are a regular donor,
an occasional donor, or a first-time donor, we invite you to give blood
at St. Austin on June 3!

St. Austin Catholic Parish
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MUSIC AND LITURGY
Lenten Communal Reconciliation Service
with the opportunity for Individual Confession
Mon., Mar. 19
7 p.m. in the Church

Mass Time Changes!
Please note that our Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday mass times are
different than usual! On Sun., Mar. 25 and Sun., Apr. 1, the 8:45
a.m. Mass is moved to 9:30 a.m.
Palm Sunday Masses: Saturday at 5:30 p.m., Sunday at 7:30, 9:30 &
11:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday Masses: Sunday at 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
and 5:30 p.m.

To All Liturgical Ministers

The schedule for all Liturgical Ministers (except Altar Servers) for
March through August is posted on the website at www.staustin.org.
Hover over Worship and click on Liturgical Ministries. Schedules are
listed under the Documents section on the right-hand side of the page.
The schedule and contact information have also been emailed out to
all current Liturgical Ministers. (The Altar Server schedule will be
emailed out separately.). Contact Kristen at kdempseypasyk@staustin.
org with any questions or if you did not receive the schedule via email.

Experienced Altar Server Training
A training for Altar Servers that have served at St. Austin for at least
1 year will be held on Sat., Mar. 24 at 3-4:30 p.m. RSVP to Kristen
at kdempseypasyk@staustin.org.

PAULIST FATHERS
A Word from Servant
of God Isaac Hecker,
Founder of the Paulist Fathers

ST. AUSTIN CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Centennial Grand Tour
Please support St. Austin Catholic School
in our Centennial Grand Tour bike-a-thon.
This year’s event will be held April 21 at
the Veloway. Students in pre-kindergarten
3 through eighth grades collect pledges and
donations to bike as far as they are able.
Additionally, the parish will have a second
collection for Grand Tour at all Masses on
the weekend of April 7-8. This year’s fundraising goal is $100,000
in celebration of the School’s 100th birthday. Grand Tour funds allow
us to enhance our educational programs and continue to ensure the
socioeconomic diversity of our school community.
Please email Bedina O’Neill at boneil@staustinschool.or, Tiffany Sims
at tsims@staustinschool.org, or call (512)477-3751 for more information on sponsorships or underwriting for this event.

Substitute Teaching Positions Available
St. Austin Catholic School is looking for substitute teachers to work
in our parish school. Ideal candidates will have experience teaching or
working with children. Substitute teachers are responsible for executing
teachers’ lesson plans, classroom management, and confidentiality and
professionalism in working with children and school personnel. Compensation is per diem. MUST complete Ethics and Integrity in Ministry
(EIM) training and background check. To apply please submit cover
letter and resume to Tiffany Sims tsims@staustinschool.org.

You’re Invited!
Have you ever wondered about St. Austin School
as you pass by it on your way to and from Mass?
We would love to give you the opportunity to
come inside and see what an amazing school
we have. We offer private tours Mondays
through Fridays anytime between 8:30 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. These tours are the best way to experience the environment at
St. Austin Catholic School. During a typical tour, you visit classrooms
and see our teachers and students in action.

“Tomorrow I go to the Confession. Ah that I were
deeply sensible of all my sins of commission and
omission. The Lord be my help. I am in want of greater love for those
around me. Too negligently I perform my spiritual duties. Too little of
my time is devoted to spiritual exercises. I feel all over sick with sin.
Ah that I were free from the disease of sin. Thou oh Jesus art our Physician. Thou hast given to us a divine Remedy for which no gratitude
can pay Thee. Lord accept my weakness.”

For the last 100 years St. Austin’s School has prepared our students to
be Christ-centered, academically strong, and moral community leaders.
We have classes for 3- and 4-year-olds, as well as Kindergarten through
8th grade. To schedule a tour, visit our school website or call Kelley
Berlin, Director of Admissions, at 512-220-7365.

Diary, January 30, 1845

St. Austin Catholic School staff and volunteers are creating a database
of school alumni in time for the Centennial Celebrations. If you are
an alum/alumna, former parent or former member of staff, please
contact Bedina O’Neill, SACS Director of Advancement, at boneill@
staustinschool.org or 512-220-2873 to update your contact information.

If you have asked Father Hecker to pray for you or another person who
is ill, and you believe something miraculous has happened, please phone
Fr. Paul Robichaud, CSP, at 202-269-2519 and tell him your story.

Attention St. Austin Catholic School Alumni!
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SOCIAL JUSTICE
Restorative Justice Part II
The Sultan and the Saint
You are invited to view this movie with fellow
parishioners, and our Christian and Muslim
neighbors. St. Francis risked his life to journey
to visit with the Sultan during the Crusades to
bring peace to the two warring religions. Come see this documentary
film depicting this encounter on THIS SUNDAY in Hecker Hall
immediately following the 5:30 p.m. Mass. A light hospitality dinner
will be served. Please RSVP to Pat Macy at pmacy@staustin.org.

Lenten Mite Boxes
Please pick up a Lenten Mite Box and take it home. Fill the box daily
with money that you have saved by eating lighter and fasting during
Lent. Eat your meals in solidarity with people living in poverty around
the world. For meal planning ideas, Catholic Relief Services (CRS)
has recipes that you can make at home. Visit www.CRS.org and look
for the recipes for 2018. All money collected in our mite boxes will
go to CRS and the Diocesan Missions. Please be generous in your
alms giving and return boxes to our Mass on Holy Thursday, Mar. 29.

Texas Catholic Pro-Life Spiritual Bouquet
St. Austin Catholic Parish and the parish Gabriel Project ministry dedicated a spiritual bouquet of Monthly Masses for Life to Bishop Joe
Vásquez at the Texas Catholic Pro-Life Day Mass. Every month, an 8
a.m. Mass will be offered for the intention of “greater respect for all
human life from the moment of conception to the moment of natural
death.” The next Mass for Life is Tues., April 3.
Please join us at Mass to pray for life. Prayer is of utmost importance
in all we do on behalf of every aspect of life. Thank you and God bless!
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am
I in the midst of them.” - Matthew 18:20

Catholic Social Teaching Corner
The Gospel this Sunday points to the self-sacrificing love of Jesus. No
fruit can grow without the seed giving up its life for the plant. The social
doctrines of the church are difficult for many because they challenge
strongly held beliefs. Our teaching on life embraces the unborn and
the person on death row; our teaching on solidarity asks that we ask
not only about our betterment, but whether the poorest of the world
are succeeding; our teaching on the environment calls us to examine
how large our carbon footprint might be. This is the season conversion
and sacrifice, in the last weeks of Lent what attitude or habit is God
asking you to evaluate in the light of the social doctrine of the church?

Karen Clifton M.DV
Executive Director, Catholic Mobilizing Network
Prisons are filled with stories of how people who have committed acts
of grave harm yet have done good things after experiencing the mercy
of God. For example, some inmates who are sentenced to life in prison
spend their days caring for those in hospice within the prisons. There
are people who are working to provide restitution for the children of
their victims. There are other stories of people who enter prison angry
and victimized by society but choose another path. Over time, some
inmates even serve as mentors and spiritual counselors to the young
people who enter. My son benefitted from the wisdom of one of those
mentors.
James Allridge III was an amazing artist. With just a box of pencil colors
he could “find the light of God” within plants, flowers, and animals.
Years ago, my high school aged son, Andrew, met James Allridge’s
brother, Stanley, at an event benefitting the Texas Coalition to Abolish
the Death Penalty. Andrew asked Stanley for James’ address so he
could write him to tell him how much he appreciated his art. James
wrote back. A friendship began.
As the letters began arriving from death row, I, as a detective mother,
managed to find every hidden letter. Andrew informed me that this was
his relationship, not mine. James, in beautiful prose, spoke about the
gift of freedom, family—being able to enjoy nature, friendships, and
how important it was to value and cherish all of these things.
When James was given his execution date, Andrew announced he
was going to Austin to testify for James instead of going to school. I
immediately told him that I was going too. I listened as my son talked
about how he had a great father and was fortunate to have amazing
teachers at a Jesuit High School. He had plenty of good mentors. He
never dreamed he would find a mentor on death row who would teach
him about the value of life, love, and family.
James was executed on the second week of Andrew starting college.
Despite our suggestions that he remain at school, he flew himself
home to be present. It was torture to watch the victimization of all of
the people who loved James. Many, many people experienced a part of
themselves being killed with him. This was not restorative. This was
not emulating the mercy of God that our faith calls us to do.
Who are we killing? Where is the mercy? Yes, there are people who
need to be confined for their safety and ours, but we need to read the
scriptures to find our way back from this pendulum swing from harsh
retribution and to remember we are called to be restorative people—a
people of forgiveness and mercy.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal
life.”(John 3:16).
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